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When Stansfield Turner, former
head~of .the CIA, went to see the
Kinig.of Saudi Arabia in the capital
city-of Riyadh.a few- years ago, the
king was out of townuyis:l

“Sothey put me in‘a- C-130 and
we Hew out up toward the Iraq bor-:
der. landed.on the desert no axr-
field, just on thessand. 13

“Got out of the plane. a l.'?achllac1
drives up. . IR Mt -

“There’s not}ung m swht. nothmg
but-sand 'in sight. And we drive
across, for-about 20 minutes, half an
hour.past a coupie of camel$ arid so
on. up and . down over. the sand
dunes, and suddenly
tent ¢ity.” - .

“Here -are all"these: tents. huge
tents. And-zight in the lmdd[e is the
satellite -antenna. And.you call on
tae king in his tent. .The tent has:
got nothing in it but onental TUES;. 34
couple of air conditioners, two ord
L‘lree litile chairs, and a tabte. Buit;,

by God,.en the one table is a:iele-;
phone. 1 suppose " you - .could " have
called anyone in the world in noth»
ing flat.” - 3 = &

Now it is a nice story;but why
does Stansfield Turner:tell it? He.
tells it to show that Saudi-Arabia’ 15*
not likely to go the way of Iran. -

“The reason I tell the storywxs.‘
why is the king there: :because the |
Bedouins of that section come and
see him, and. talk to him, give him-
their co'nplamts ask! then' “‘ques-
tions.”

“The Saudi- regune has prcblems\
ahead of it but they are quite differ-
ent problems-than “Iran, and they.
are -rather more distant:at the  mo-
ment. I don’t"think we've got an
incipient.instability in Saudi Arabia.

“The shah :ruled (Iran)-as one
man, but there are something like
4,000 princes in- the Saudi royalq
family, and they do rule by consen-

sus. - e
“T thmk one - of “the thmgs that
brought the shah down-at the end:
was that he.'was-out.of touch, got.
so isolated with his court advisers."”

Did the U.S., .advisediby:the CIAw

get. “out of touch" with: Iran? Why;

didn’t3we. séewhat wag,bcommg,g
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touch hkexﬂ Shéh"“

“both-when: the shah feu in January
1979, and when the Iranians seized
the U.S. Embassy in November of
the same. year and took our: cmzens
hostage?
“They ‘are probably the 1east ‘pleas-
ant’ ‘questions Turner will- ever face
régarding - his tenure-with-the CIA,
but: the. retired admiral, ‘here:on
holiday .and for a.speech to an
industry group meeting on Kauai,
-answers readily: - -~
-*“In Iran: there were two thmgs
reall
“We knew there was a lot of |
dxscontent in Iran, and informed the
policymakers of that, but we didn’t
consider that 'a half-dozen: different
centers of discontent would coalesce
-under ‘a 79-year-old expatriate
cleric,” the Ayatollah Khomeini: -
® “And when we saw them coa-|
‘lesee, “we still felt a man with ast
;much police and military power.as
‘the shah possessed would step in at
thes last moment, or at the: rlght
txme, .Turner. said. -
-#He had the: power but he dxdnt
.usesit, either because-he feared the
‘blood :bath- it might bring,. or be-
_cause.he.. was too sick .a.man.. But!

"he didn’t moveé. If he had wanted to’
he could have forestalled it. I'm not:
-saying he would still be 'in: power,
but it didn’t have to happen in-the
fall ,on;winter. Of 1979.”" . wiiun o on it
- But aren't those developments in
'Tran exactly ‘what we expect the
CIA to be able to foresee?™3 % 57
‘“We saw -the. problems developo
mg, but because it ‘was.-a coales-
cence,:not a revolutionary* plot;
there was. noiopportunity to pene-{
trate-the plotters and get their: plan:-
It was a true revolution,-not like
Lenin being brought in in-a boxcar.;
‘The people in the bazaars and. the
religious. people,- the people in -the |
‘mosques, decided they would sup~ i
pert the ayatoliah.~  ° 77 K
. "We . might.; have been better at
predicting that at the last:minute,
but- it dent happen unm the labt
minute.” Ty
Jtis, in Turner’s vxew ‘a 1ot to ask-
of the CIA, or ‘any other ,_mtelhgence ’
agency: R R sy
“We a:e not as omniscient ‘as- (spy*
‘'story writer John) L Carre wcmld
haxle you bel;ee £ &

S w-»»(

R ]

e

‘) }~\ e

“bringing together; all: the mforma-,

",ganon to protect‘

It was like- the February exercise

‘a tough judgment: call, but the gov-

ifnend It turned out it probably wes
-not, or -at-least that it was: very‘
‘e says.- 0 Bt

“and “‘the clergy are part sof-the-gov-
.ernmental process but in a’different:
_sense than in Iran. They are part of
‘don’t. believe in holding -office of{

‘They’re‘not a-threat by t.radmon -
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yut of

-predict coups, assassmauons ‘or: ad«
-verse election.results,” he said. :
“+“And even. if we had:predicted”
that those ‘groups would - coalesce-
-against .the . shah,..we..would -~haves
predicted that he would deal. thhk
them:successfully.” " .t bt vy

Stlll ‘Turner says; tf:e agency d;d
learn-from Iranthe "‘unportance of:

tion in. the U.S,, from all kinds .of;
‘sources, many of them open. We
realxzed we needed to.collect mores!
of this information;~and bring xmo-‘
gether better.” .. b o

Regardmc thewhostaoes; there
were also two factors: < - TR,

o “In- February 1979 they cap-s
tured: our embassy::and.; held.: ourx
‘people hostage before the govern-,
ment returned it to our hands. mi Al

“We did alert. the (U.S.) goveriy
‘ment - everybody was alerted.-that:
it was a constant:threat, but-we: had’
the precedent that the government
of Iran was willing to fulfill its obliy]
our embassy pend

® “To’ predict”the precise’ thipg
“that happened wasn't possible, and
that ‘wasn't the way' it started. It;
was a demonstration, and then after]
.they:got.in there, various forces led
them to say,:‘Why don’t we stay""“

agd it:went astrax‘after it got starty
; Agreemg :
medical treatment.in the U.S. “w.

ernment felt. it~ was’ won.h Lhe nsk

ot

costly, Turner said. - iy
" Saudi Aratna 1s a dxfferem. storya

“There is no- smvle man w oppose

the" establishment - although - they

being out 'in:front.or:taking over.

Ahe. MONarchy.- St i el o i b 2l
5D



Approved For Release 2007/03/23 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000200020013-7

The Saudis have problems. The’
oil money is heating up the econo-
JMy...'and it's-going.ta.Jead to more,
.demands for spreading that wealth
around, a.lthough there’s so much of
u and so.few people and the Bedou-:
;ms basically;. you know, cant buy
stelevisions .. . . there’s a limit to.
;what you can do when You're living
.in the:nomadic sense.

; “But as moreand more of them
.become educated’ in the Western
‘world and go: home there will be
“less opportunity *to be .absorbed
‘back -intoX¥the: establishment  and
make a million in your ﬁrst. year or
‘ten or whatever.”. *

Another *cause”” for concern: “If
they get beaten in-a minor kind of
.war in South#Yemen or somewhere,
,and they:look:bad: — it's not that
ithey losenheu; country, . you can’t.
conquer all ;that; deserti==a lot of
.people ‘arevgoing to say;‘"Gee you
‘spent eighti. billion-bucks - on
eAWACS and stuff like this and we
got beaten?  AWACS doesn’t help
“you -when- you‘itght the South.
:Yemeni. ‘That could cause discon-
tent and problems. %y
i. “There’s:the: problem of graft
tAnd .there’s:.the. problem. of .the
.royaj famxly.,;! 000 strong, giving .an
'xmage*oﬁ adhennggto«;the tenets of
.the ‘Muslim religion adequately. %" .

“So .there are:seeds:of. problems
ahead:' T thinky sthey're reasonably |
couscious of it And one doesn’ t ]
{thinkthey: .are of.,
problems tha ~bl'0u8
'Shah ofIran i
I e ,:I‘urner;,;ﬂpw
,‘the. entire. Mideast;‘situat.ion today. ‘
©“Welve-got a great opportumty in
- the Middle East:today = ... to make!
“a big step toward’ peace,’” if not to.
‘solve the problem;;You-cant solveq
‘that inless tha
~ades.” - TTER R L T
Turner - ticks vo:fable‘
conditions: /1 ¥ S

® “The: Camp Dawd process has
regained..some momentum. ‘Sadat{
‘started it just before he died. and"
we had one-meeting. with the Israe-
lis,.the Egyptians.and.ourgetves. 7
- Now we've getithe - April 25
'deadhne for-the return-of*the’ Sinai}
(to- Egypt. Wi "# The- Israelis know:
“ that xf they" don’t“ give it back, un-
- less there's some ‘really good expla:
‘nations, - it's«goingto force the
'Egyptians into the Arab.camp.’- "

® “Then, if there’s a silver lining'
‘in the' death: of -Sadat it's that .it:
‘reopens the possibility.of Saudi-Ara:
"bia and Egypt talking to each other,
and possibly ‘the-Saudis “or “some!
“surrogate for-them ‘getting: into- the
-peace process,:andithat's-esgenti

......

3

- Palestinians  know that in order_to]

.ing Israel’s right to exist. -

label.” . e

-that even the American public ap-:
:preciates how much more: we're -

:Arab world out there and its securi-

{peace) process. - =
3 “On the first of October- Presxdem.,_

* "“Then after Sadat’s. death:we

'® Then, “the Israelis must know
that someday they've got to deal]
‘with the PLO or at least. the Pales-]
tinians under some .guise. The

really make progress they've got. to
get off this kick of not acknowledg- |

“I really have hopes that in the
next year or 50 that one way or-the
other we’ll be able to bring a Pales-
tinian presence into the negotiating
process and it will be some fig leaf
arrangement that will get. them
there, probaoly wlthout avPLO

& The “other favorable - factof is
the degree of increasing U:S. in-
volvement in the area..I'm not sure

‘becoming committed both: to'.the-|
1y. and-just to bemg paxt;.of t.he_;‘

Reagan said, ‘We're not going to let :
happen to the Saudi monarchy what-

happened to Iran.”. Well, that’s a big
step ahead of the Carter Doctrine.#

started making big moves toward:
the Sudan, and Egypt, and for the
first. time the admxmstratlonuw
said>*Why. don’t you Israelis slov
down on more settlements, let’s so
of keep.things on balance = - 345
“And we sell: AWACS’;« o Saudr
-Arabia. S SO 'T g .5
. ‘With the “dominant personalm
ofs Sadat: ‘and Carter no Iongerpus
ing~the peace’ ‘process,. =
thau either. Begin or, Reagan.w
step forward and”‘mo gL

&y




